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2008 LOUISIANA EQUINE INDUSTRY FACTS

There are approximately 55 million horses worldwide, about 10 percent of 
which are in the United States.  A study conducted by the LSU Veterinary 
Medicine School estimated that, in the state of Louisiana, there are 
200,000 horses owned by 60,000 people.  A 2005 survey conducted by 
the American Horse Council ranked Louisiana fifth in the number of  
horses per state behind Texas, California, Florida and Kentucky.  

The contribution to the national gross domestic product by the equine 
industry is equal to or greater than each of these industries:  motion    
picture services, railroad transportation, furniture manufacturing and the 
tobacco products industry.   The total impact on the U.S. gross domestic 
product is estimated at $101.5 billion, with goods and services making 
almost $39 billion of that value.  In the state of Louisiana, approximately 
$2.45 billion is generated from the equine industry each year, making it 
the third most lucrative agricultural product in the state behind the      
forestry and poultry industries.

BREEDS AND TYPES OF HORSES

•	 The	most	popular	breeds	in	the	U.S.	include	the	American	Quarter	
Horse, Paints, Thoroughbreds and Arabians.  All of these breeds 
can be classified as "light horses", and usually are used for riding.

 o The average weight of a light horse is 1,000 pounds.
	 o	 The	Quarter	Horse	is	known	as	“America’s	Horse,”	and	is	
   known for its great versatility.
 o In Western movies, the horses usually are Paints, with cowboys  

  riding Tobiano-type and Indians riding Overo-type horses.
	 o	 The	term	“Thoroughbred”	refers	to	a	specific,	purebred	breed		

  used primarily for racing and jumping events.
	 o	 The	Arabian	is	known	as	the	“Father	of	All	Light	Breeds.”

•	 The	largest	breeds	of	horses	are	called	draft	horses,	and	are	used	
primarily for driving and pulling purposes.  

 o The average weight of a draft horse is 2,000 pounds.
 o The tallest breed is the English Shire.
 o The Belgian is the most popular breed of draft horse in the U.S.

•	 Ponies	are	popular	for	children’s	first	mounts.	Ponies	must	be	less	
than	58”	tall.

 o Ponies can be either a draft- or light horse-type.
 o The Shetland pony has been used for centuries in coal mines 

and	is	often	called	a	“pit	pony.”		

•	 Miniature horses have been used as guide animals. To be registered, 
they	must	be	less	than	34”	tall.
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MEASURE ME!

Activity 1
•	Have	students	measure	their	own	

height in hands.

•	Next	have	students	measure	objects	
(some similar so they can compare 
their data) in the classroom using 
the standards of feet, hands, inches 
and centimeters.

•	Have	students	complete	a	data-
table.

•	Post	a	data-table	on	the	chalk/
white-board	for	groups/teams	to	
complete and then compare data.

Activity 2
•	Have	students	make	up	their	own	

standard unit of measurement, 
such	as	a	“Robert	Thumb-width”	or	
a	“Teresa	Knee-to-Floor	Unit”,	etc.

•	Have	your	students	make	a	
 measuring tape out of cash register 

tape or yarn.

•	Have	similar	objects	for	the	class	to	
measure and share data collected.

Questions:
1. What measurements are most 
 precise? Why?
2. What measurements are most 
 accurate? Why?
3. What is the difference between 
 precision and accuracy?
4. Which units were easiest to use? 

Why?

Each student will need:

•	 Measuring	tapes	and	rulers

•	 Chalk or white board

•	 Cash	register	tape	or	yarn

MATERIALS

TRY THIS ACTIVITY YOURSELF!

AGE AND TERMINOLOGY
•	 Most	breeds	use	a	“universal	birthday”	of	Jan.	1	
 in the northern hemisphere.
•	 A	foal	is	a	baby	horse.
•	 A	weanling	has	been	removed	from	its	mother	usually	

around	four	to	six	months	of	age,	but	before	Jan.	1	of	the	
year after its birth, when it becomes a yearling.

•	 A	long	yearling	is	more	than	18	months	old	and	may	be	
ready for the initial stages of being trained to ride.

•	 A	filly	is	a	young	female	horse.
•	 A	colt	is	a	young	male	horse.
•	 A	mare	is	a	mature	horse	more	than	four	years	old.
•	 A	mature	male	older	than	four	years	may	be	called	a	
 stallion, stud or horse.
•	 A	neutered	male	is	called	a	gelding.

MEASURING HORSES
•	 The	unit	of	measurement	used	to	measure	horses	is	called	

a hand, which equals four inches.
•	 The	height	of	a	horse	is	measured	at	its	withers,	the	bony	

point where the neck and back of the horse meet.
•	 When	correctly	noted,	a	horse’s	height	will	have	a	whole	

number, indicating the number of whole hands, then a 
decimal point, then a number which indicates remaining 
inches.  Because the hand is four inches, the number 
behind the decimal point can only be a 0, 1, 2 or 3.

o	 A	pony	whose	height	is	57”	is	14.1	hands	tall.
o	 A	miniature	horse	whose	height	is	32”	is	8.0	hands	tall.
o	 A	light	horse	which	is	15.2	hands	tall	is	62”	tall.
o	 An	English	Shire	which	is	17.3	hands	tall	is	71”	tall;	if	

this	horse	grows	1”	more,	it	would	be	18.0	hands	tall.	

OTHER QUICK FACTS
•	 Horses	eat	about	3	percent	of	their	body	weight	daily.
•	 Most	mature,	idle	horses	can	survive	on	pasture	and	hay;	

however, some horses require extra energy in the form of 
grain or a grain mix.

•	 Horses	are	not	meal	eaters		—	they	prefer	to	eat	continuously 
through the day. The average horse will graze for up to 18 
hours per day.

•	 The	horse’s	digestive	tract	is	more	than	100	feet	long.
•	 Horses’	front	teeth	(incisors)	grow	longer	as	a	horse	ages	

(hence	the	term	“long	in	the	tooth”).
•	 Horses	can	sleep	while	standing	because	of	a	certain					

ligament, called a check ligament, that acts as a lock on 
the	leg’s	muscles	and	bones.

•	 Horses	live,	on	average,	for	about	25	years.	The	oldest	
horse recorded was 62 years old when he died.

•	 Most	light	horses	can	be	ridden	at	about	2	years	of	age.
•	 Mares	are	usually	pregnant	for	a	little	more	than	11	months.
•	 Foals	are	able	to	stand	and	nurse	within	an	hour	of	birth.


